17045 What futurefor post-Brexit UK science?

UK science is one of the biggest winners from Brisamembership of the EU. Now it stands
to lose the most from Brexit.

BBC News — Pallab Ghosh — 2 July 2016

UK universities receive 10% of their research fumgdirom the EU - amounting to just over a
billion pounds a year. Full membership of the mtaimopean funding body requires countries
to allow free movement of people.

One of the most respected scientists in the lamofe®sor Sir Paul Nurse, has said that
leaving jeopardises the world-class science thatlt is known for and so risks damaging
the economy.

The Nobel Prize winner added that, even if the guwent agrees to reimburse the lost funds
- which leave campaigners had suggested - it waooldreplace the important international
collaborations that British science needs in otdeemain at the forefront of research.

However, Professor Jeremy Farrar, head of theantlal Wellcome Trust, cautioned Sir Paul
and other leaders of the UK's research commuroty fioeing too bullish in their demands. He
reminded them that a majority of the electorate \iatdd to leave.

And as the dust settles, there's no doubting tht#tte message that will come back from the
government as the scientific community tries tovagé what it can from the deal it had from
the EU.

The leave campaign group, Scientists for Britags honsistently pointed out that there are
many countries outside of the EU that receive Etdling.

The priority for the science community currentlytagsmake the 30,000 or so EU citizens that
currently work in British universities feel secure.

According to the Royal Society, which represenesabuntry's elite scientists, many of these
EU citizens are wondering whether they will be ableontinue to work in the UK in two or
three years' time.

There is also uncertainty about access to EU fundidill the remaining members of the
main European funding body allow a post-Brexit Wdkhave associate membership and apply
for funds in the way that Israel and Turkey do?

The priority for the Science Minister Jo Johnsois baen to calm nerves and remind the
scientific community that Britain is still a membafrthe EU and legally nothing has changed.
He says he wants business as usual from the rbseancmunity and for UK scientists to
continue to apply for EU grants and further thelaborations.

And despite the current uncertainty, which extdoelgpond the research and education sectors,
the only option for the time being is just to gatwith the work.
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